
Many of you now have access to the Internet and some of 
you have included your email addresses when sending in 
your Membership applications.  Because we only gave you 
a small box for this on our form there have been difficulties 
reading some addresses.

It is quicker for you to receive all our communications, 

DATES FOR THE DIARY - 2003

Thursday, 9th October:
"World Cup Wisdom"
Clubhouse at 7.00 for 7.30pm

Hentie Martens (South Africa)
Brendon Daniel (New Zealand)
Isaac Feaunati (Samoa)

Printing “for the Job You Needed Yesterday”

45, Walcot Street, Bath  BA1 5BN     
Tel: 01225  44 2000    Fax: 01225 31 1000

For all the latest 
news, visit the

Supporters club
web site at

www.allez-bath.co.uk

Prices will remain the same as last year, 
with many of the benefits also 
continuing.  Full details can be found on 
the website.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  a n y  
membership matter, contact Mrs Lesley 
Steeper (Membership Secretary), 15 
Vyvyan Terrace, Clifton, Bristol BS8 3DG

(all for just £5)
Caffé Uno  The Empire, Grand Parade, Bath, 
Tel: 01225 461140

A massive 15% discount off meals and 
accompanying beverages for up to 8 people.  
Every day of the week, except after 7pm on 
Saturdays.

The Litten Tree 23 Milsom Street, Bath, 
Tel:  01225 310772

£1.50 per drink (excluding spirits),  Monday-
Saturday, 11am to 11pm and Sunday 12 noon 
to 10.30pm (members only, not guests). Show 
current  membership card when you order.

Nigel Dando, Jeweller & Goldsmith 11 
Pulteney Bridge, Bath BA2 4AY  Tel/Fax 01225 
464013 www.nigeldando.co.uk

Preferential terms to all members of the BRSC, 
on production of current membership card.

Test Stationers 18 Union Passage, Bath
Tel: 01225 444224/ Fax: 01225 311871

10% off Purchases over £10 (with some minor 
exceptions)

Only for Bath Rugby Supporters' Club 
Members, throughout Season 2003/2004.  To 
obtain the discount, the member must show 
his/her current Supporters' Club membership 
card at the time of purchase.

Tuk-Tuk Tours of Bath 
www.tuktuktours.co.uk 10% off the price of 
this unusual method of travelling round Bath.

Telephone 01225 425866 for further details.

Spanish Villa to Rent 
www.our-spanish-villa.co.uk

John 'Tuk-Tuk' Taylor has a villa in Spain for 
rent. 10% Discount to members. Telephone 
01225 445754 for further details.

Zoe Kenway Prints 
www.zoekenwaypublica.co.uk

Discount off Zoe's exceptional prints featuring 
Bath Rugby.

Bath Rugby Shop 12 Argyle Street, Bath, Tel: 
01225 311950.

You do not have to be a season ticket holder to 
receive your 10% discount at the Bath Rugby 
shop, just produce your membership card at 
time of purchase.

Plus

Reduced cost of coach travel to away 
matches.
Free or reduced admission to all BRSC 
functions.

WELCOME to JOHN CONNOLLY as our new 
Head Coach with a background of 
Queensland Reds, Stade Francais and 
Swansea, John brings with him a wealth of 

experience and not forgetting 
Joanne from New Zealand !

At the BRSC Awards Supper, 
John spoke of his enthusiasm 
for the task ahead. He related 
his version of recruiting Mike 
Foley to his then squad back in 
OZ and he did not directly 
contradict the version of the 
story regarding his nickname of 
'Knuckles'

He concluded by saying that 
Players and Supporters have a 

need for mutual respect and recognition 
and he stressed his commitment to that 
philosophy.

including Newsletters, if we can email you.  It's also cheaper 
for us re postage costs.  So may we ask you please to email 
us NOW at: allez-bath@dwaalkop.demon.co.uk, with just 
your names and email address and, from this input, our 
Website Manager will be able to produce an appropriate 
database.  We shall not of course use your addresses for any 
purpose other than BRSC matters and shall definitely not 
distribute them to third parties.

Jonathan Humphreys (Wales)
Matt Perry (England)
Richard Graham (Australia)
Admission free to members; £1 to non-members.

Thursday, 11th December 
Stocky's Christmas Quiz Night

Watch the website for details.

Clubhouse at 7.00 for 7.30pm

Roseanna May Dowling born 28th  August 2003 in Chichester to parents Les and Di .

John Tiner, newly appointed Chief executive of the FSA as from 22 Sep 2003. He also supports 
Leeds United( Soccer) and has two sons who support Leicester Tigers, where did they go wrong?



29th August 2003

80+ members foregathered to listen to 
an enlightening address give by Jack 
Rowell, Director of Rugby, who gave the 
low-down on all the new signings,

The actual AGM eventually kicked off at 
8.20pm, Jerry Keeling welcomed 
everyone and Penny Brunton convened 
the meeting, followed by the normal 
announcements.  Jerr y presented his 
Chairman's Report, looking back over a 
fraught season and thanking all 
concerned for sticking with it.  Lesley 
Steeper presented the Membership 
Report, wherein the BRSC takes pride in 
being the largest  independent  
supporters' club in the country, with 
membership now over the 1,000 mark 
and rising.  (The discounts on offer are 
shown on the front page of this 
Newsletter.)  Mike York discussed the 
audited accounts.  

All the current Committee members 
were standing for re-election and, as no 
other nominations had been received, 
the Committee was re-elected en bloc, 
as follows:

Chairman - Jerry Keeling
Honorary Secretary - Penny Brunton
Honorary Treasurer - Mike York
Membership Secretary -Lesley Steeper
Media Liaison - Doug Gibbs
Press Officer - Rowen Whittle
Members: June Burnham (formerly 
Clough), Kate Dale, Penny Dale, Glyn 
Edwards, Gordon Hall.
Ex-officio member - Bob Calleja, 
General Manager, Bath Rugby.

Just as a matter of interest, the Allez-
Bath site has received over 25,000 hits 
this year, the majority of which have 
originated in the UK.  However, a quick 
glance at the breakdown shows that 
interest has been generated, not only 
in the rest of Europe but also Australia, 
New Zealand, Singapore, Hong Kong, 
Malaysia, Thailand, Taiwan, South 
Africa, Mozambique, Zambia, South 
America, United States and Canada.  
And - what have we been up to - Russia 
and the US Department of Defence?   

Penny Brunton announced the results 
of the voting for players' awards as 
follows:

• Player of the Season - Mike Tindall

Young Player of the Season - Olly 
Barkley

Try of the Season - Elvis Seveali'i (v 
London-Irish at home)

Ladies' Dish - Danny Grewcock

Unsung Hero - David Barnes.

Under AOB, Peter Hall thanked the 
Committee for all their hard work and 
presented Jan and Mike Warrington 
with "a gift from Montauban" for their 
unstinting efforts in organising the 
away coach travel (all the more 
remarkable as they are based in 
Weymouth).  O ther items were 
discussed and the meeting closed at 
9.25pm.

(NB:  A fuller report will be published on the 
allez-bath website - some photographs of 
the evening are already there.)

• 

• 

• 

• 

Peter Hall's 
Labour of 

Love -
 "Before the 

Lemons”
The first of two 
v o l u m e s  
t e l l i n g  t h e  
story of the 
B a t h  C l u b ' s  
history is due 

for release pre-Christmas. Volume 1 is entitled 
"BEFORE THE LEMONS - A History of Bath 
Football Club RFU 1865-1965."

Copies at £14.99 will be available from the Club 
Shop or purchased direct from Tempus 
Publishing Ltd., The Mill, Brimscombe Port, 
Stroud, Gloucestershire. GL5 2QG. (Postage and 
Packing free - UK only)

Volume 2 will follow approximately one year 
thereafter and complete the story through to 
the period of high achievement near the end 
of the amateur era.

The Mowbray Woodwards Award for 
'Outstanding Services to Bath Rugby'
At the BRSC Awards Supper on September 
4th, after the awards to the various players 
were made, and to his complete surprise, 
Peter Hall, who thought his invitation to the 
Supper was l imited to making the 
presentat ion to David Barnes, was 
proclaimed as the Second holder of the 
Mowbray Woodwards Award.

As a player in the Fifties and former Secretary 
and President of Bath and now Co-author of 
the History of the Club, he is almost 'over 
qualified'.

Once again, look at the Website for 
photographs of the award Presentation.

(or the East Stand Extension Planning Application)
Letters written, Councillors lobbied, Agenda shows 
we are Item No. 4; rules of the meeting are: 3 minutes 
by the Council Officer, 3 minutes for the person 
speaking against the proposal, 3 minutes for the 
person speaking in favour.  Sorted!  Meeting starts at 
5.30pm, we should be out of there within 36 minutes.  
Great.  WRONG!

Wednesday, 6th August 2003, one of the hottest days 
of the summer, early evening and the temperature 
surely still in the 80s (for younger readers, 
somewhere in the upper 20s).  A stiflingly hot Council 
Chamber, packed public gallery and only two of the 
four floor-to-ceiling sash windows open.  

So it began - an application for an extension to a 
building in Englishcombe Lane; 6.30pm and another 
application (which escapes me); 7.15pm - another 
application (know not what, eyes glazing, 
dehydration setting in).  Next application should be 
Bath Rugby's extension to the East Stand - No.  St 
Martin's Hospital has a large lobby group of over 60s, 
passing out in the heat and nearing their bedtime, 
who wish to protest against the Council's application 
for outline planning permission to redevelop the site 
for low-cost housing.  This item is moved up the 
Agenda, ahead of Bath Rugby.  There follows a long 
altercation, the Council has no developer, so why 
debate it now?

Finally, Bath Rugby's application - the spokesman for 
the protagonists speaks first, with a 13-point address 
as to why the application for the extension to the East 
Stand, in line with Zurich Premiership rules, is illegal.  
Inter alia (actual wording in italics) -

The application was flawed, illegal, dangerous (by 
way of "life-threatening vehicle offences over common 
land and public footpaths"); commercial exploitation; 
ignoring statutory obligations.  The Council Officer's 
report is inadequate, seriously flawed and 
misleading.  No proper access and egress; further 
unacceptab le  increases in  depr iva t ion o f  
environmental amenity, pollution, noise and nuisance; 
an unlawful abomination and blight on the City Centre 
as an important World Heritage site - conscious 
discrimination."

This Council seems especially devious and lacking in 
credibility due to its multiplicity of seriously conflicting 
and vested interests, as well as its enormously close 
association and relationship with the Applicant" (Bath 
Rugby).  

He went on to say that the residents are not fools and 
that the Application, if granted, would be a gift for 
commercial exploitation with cheap 75-year leases.  
This may be a very efficient way of making money.  
(What, has he read the latest audited accounts?)

And so on and so forth.  Applause and cheering from 
the gallery.  It would seem there are more antis than 
pros in the public area. 

After 31/2 hours on hard wooden seats, Bob Calleja, 
who has waited quietly and patiently, puts the case 
for Bath Rugby, his supporters maintain their 
decorum and say not a word nor even applaud at the 
end.  (Sorry, Bob but we did not want to bring 
ourselves down to the same level as the antis.) 

The Council Officer put the case in favour of the 
application and answered queries.  The Chair 
silenced the much-increased heckling and the main 
protagonist walked out, saying the application was 
illegal and that the matter should be taken to a 
higher authority (John Prescott?!).  

The Councillors had their say and then the vote was 
taken; nail-biting and those Bath Rugby supporters 
present were at variance with the numbers of "Fors" 
and "Againsts" as they beat a hasty retreat to the Old 
Green Tree for a much-needed pint.    The time - 
9.15pm (hardly 36 minutes).   We think it was 6 in 
favour and 4 against.  Had it been the other way 
round, with immediate effect, Bath Rugby would no 
longer be able to play on the Rec or even in Bath - 
how would the people of Bath feel then about their 
heritage and the so-called "Friends"?



DOES MY FIVER MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
I was recently paging through some old rugby papers of mine when I came across 
the results of a 1999 questionnaire instigated by the Supporters' Club.  I thought I'd 
spend a few minutes to see if things have changed and if your views had been 
taken on board.

We were looking for a nickname and 
a chant and hoping to build a new 
stadium.

We are now in excess of 1,000 members and still 
growing.

Why don't you get a friend to join us for the 2003/04 Season - it's only a fiver 
and it does make a difference!!

Doug Gibbs

THEN NOW
Comments were made that you would 
like prior notification of events, so that 
you could arrange holidays and diaries 
and you would like more newsletters.

We publish, through various means, our next 3/4 
functions, together with dates and we now send out 
4/5 newsletters per season.

You told us that being part of the 
Club helped you to meet other 
clubs' fans and you would like to 
extend this to comradeship and 
contact.

You wanted more players and 
management at our events.

A National Federation of Supporters' Clubs has 
been formed (NRSA), with Bath as one of the 
founder members.  All Premiership Clubs are 
now affiliated as well as several 1st and 2nd 
Division Clubs.  (More details on the NRSA from 
me on 07900 668457.)

We ho ld  regu la r  Fans '  Forums w i th  
management, coaches, etc; our own Awards 
Supper and regular events with players 
attending.   A set procedure has been instigated 
with the Club to ensure player appearances at 
all our functions.

You thought that, as a member of the 
Supporters' Club, you should be 
entitled to a discount on Club 
merchandise.

All members get a 10% discount at the Club shop, 
plus many other offers throughout the City of Bath.

You wanted more information on 
new signings and injuries, etc.

There are pages in the matchday programmes 
dedicated to these items, plus news and views 
on our own 2 pages.

You wanted more information and 
an updated website.

Penny and Kelvin Brunton update a new and 
improved website on a regular basis.  Access it 
on www.allez-bath.co.uk.

Nearly 50% of you said you would 
travel to away games if we could 
organise subsidised coach travel.

You asked if we could assist 
financially in Bath Rugby.

Jan and Mike Warrington organise travel to all Bath's 
away fixtures.  "Fantastic prices for fantastic fans."  If 
you would like to travel with us, call them on 01305 
779336.

Our membership was 
approaching 700 in 1999.

Our brilliant shirt raffles have raised £15,650 
over the last 2 seasons for the Community 
Development programme.  If you feel that you 
can help, ring me on 07900 668547.  We have also 
contributed £1,000 towards the cost of a new 
projector and screen in the main Clubhouse.

Well, some things never change!

I have never been a great tennis fan. 

The game always seems to me to be a bit namby-
pambyish. The players hit the ball a few times and 
then have a little sit down and a drink. Then they hit 
the ball a few more times; have a rest and a drink 
and so on ad infinitum. 

At the professional level, the players really do have 
it easy. They have an army of ball boys and ball girls 
who lovingly retrieve every lost ball for them. In my 
limited experience of the game, the most 
exhausting aspect was picking up the balls from 
around the court (and sometimes outside the 
court) after every rally. That was much more tiring 
than hitting the ball in the first place.

And the noises they make when they do hit it! If 
you were to close your eyes during a ladies match 
it would be like listening to the soundtrack of a 
very bad film.

Be that as it may, I have to admit that there has 
been the occasional exciting tennis match and the 
occasional exciting tennis player. My own favourite 
player has always been Bjorn Borg, whom I believe 
was responsible for elevating the game to a higher 
league.

I remember watching a TV interview after Borg had 
just won his umpteenth Wimbledon final. The 
interviewer asked what the secret of his success 
was. "I hit the ball over the net more times than my 
opponent does." replied Borg.

A very clear and concise message. No messing 
around with the mysteries of topspin, drop volleys 
or double handed backhanded returns (whatever 
they are). 

Quite simply - get the basics right and do them 
consistently.

It worked for Borg in his chosen sport and it works 
in every sport. 

Just think of our favourite sport. Compared with 
tennis the game of rugby is infinitely more 
complex. Thirty players on a big pitch against two 
(or maybe four) playing on a much smaller area. 
Tennis is only played when the weather is fine and 
dry whereas rugby has the added dimension of 
just about everything the weather can do. Rugby 
has many more rules and regulations and 
therefore possibilities for infringements. And yet 
rugby is controlled by just three officials and not 
the multitude of people deemed necessary for a 
tennis match - and rugby players accept the 
referee's decision without the histrionics that 
seem to accompany every ruling made in tennis.

So, perhaps the game of rugby is really not 
complicated at all. Perhaps it is just a simple matter 
of placing the ball down over the try line more 
times than the opposition does?

In the spirit of this quest for simplicity consider the 
basics of the game. The forwards have the 
opportunity to win the ball at scrums and lineouts. 
Generally speaking they are not fast runners over 
long distances. But their friends, the backs, are 
good at this. They have the ability to catch the ball, 
run with it (maybe around one of their opponents) 
then pass the ball to another of their mates and 
they keep on doing this until they have put the ball 
down over the try line.

A very simple game - forwards win the ball and 
give it to the backs who run a little, pass a little until 
they are able to put the ball over the magic line.

Borg did the basics right and his name is engraved 
on many trophies. Bath Rugby's name is already 
engraved on many trophies and by once again 
getting the basics right it will appear again on 
many more. 

Bob Dolby        bob@dolby.evesham.net



Christian Balshen
(Swansea)

Isaac Feaunati
(Leeds Tykes)

Scott Gray
(Brisbane Broncos)

Hentie Martens
(London Irish)

Duncan Bell
(Pontypridd)

Rob Fidler
(Gloucester)

Andrew Higgins
(Bristol Shoguns)

Jonathan Pettemerides
(Wakefield)

Lee Best
(Bristol Shoguns)

David Flatman
(Saracens)

Robbie Kydd
(Otago)

Jamie Williams
(Bristol Shoguns)

Brendon Daniel
(Bristol Shoguns)

Robby Fleck

Michael Lipman
(Bristol Shoguns)

Martyn Wood
(London Wasps)

The Supporters’ Club give their full backing to Jan & Mike Warrington to run coach trips to all away matches during the 
course of season 2003/2004. Once again, we can expect their prices to be most competitive, as you can see for yourself 
from the price guide printed below.    Book your coach seat and enjoy the friendly atmosphere amongst friends.

For any queries that you may have about Supporters’ Club travel, 

DEPARTURE  
VENUE

LEEDS TYKES

SALE SHARKS

LONDON WASPS

NEWCASTLE

GLOUCESTER

LEICESTER TIGERS

SARACENS

ROTHERHAM

LONDON IRISH

NORTHAMPTON

NEC HARLEQUINS

Pulteney St 
07:30 
13:45 
10:30 
05:45 
12:15 
10:15 
10:30 
09:00 
TBC 

14:45 
10:30 

Lambridge 
07:45 

14:00 

10:45 

06:00 

12:30 

10:30 

10:45 

09:15 

TBC 

15:00 

10:45 

MEMBERS 

£17.00 

£15.00 

£9.00 

£25.00 

£6.00 

£12.00 

£11.00 

£15.00 

£8.00 

£11.00 

£11.00 

 NON-MEMBERS 

£19.00 

£17.00 

£11.00

£27.00

£8.00

£14.00

£13.00

£17.00

£10.00

£13.00

£13.00

DATE 

14.09.03 

26.09.03 

05.10.03 

25.10.03 

08.11.03 

29.11.03 

27.12.03 

04.01.04 

15.02.03 

16.04.04 

01.05.04

NO
PHOTO
YET

AVAILABLE
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